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Mohammad (CE 570 – 632) 

Who is this? 

Founder of the religion of Islam1. 

He is considered by Muslims to 

be a messenger and prophet of 

God as well as the last law-

maker in a series of Islamic 

prophets. He is considered by 

many to be one of the most 

influential religious figures in 

history. Many people revere him 

and attempt to emulate him 

Quote: “Ask questions of the 

learned, speak with the wise, and 

associate with the poor.” 

Why is he important? 

Mohammad is important because over one billion 

people on this planet consider him to be the main 

prophet of their religion, Islam. By understanding 

other religions we can become better critical thinkers 

and more accepting. Today, there are many Muslims 

all over the world who are loving and kind people just 

like you! 



Nelson Mandela (1918 – Present) 

“Education is the most powerful weapon  

which you can use to change the world.” 

Who is this? 

Served as President of South Africa from 1994 to 1999, 

and was the first South African president to be elected 

in a fully representative democratic election3. Before 

his presidency, Mandela was an anti-apartheid4 activist, 

and a leader within African National Congress. 

Why is he important? 

Mandela’s accomplishments show that you are capable 

of achieving great things if you work hard. He is 

honored in history because of his kindness to those 

who wronged him in the past. From his life, we can 

learn that by respecting differences and maintaining 

hope we can overcome any obstacle before us. 



Socrates (BCE 469 – 399) 

“The unexamined life is not 

worth living.” 

Who is this? 

Socrates was a Greek 

philosopher6 who became 

famous for questioning 

authority and inspiring great 

thinkers over the past two-

thousand years. He is also 

known for his contribution to 

the field of ethics7 where he 

argued that thinking is very 

important. 

Why is he important? 

Socrates inspired thinkers all over the world and 

reshaped our understanding of truth. He was executed 

for his radical questioning, however, many would look to 

him as a model and source of inspiration in times of 

trouble.  

 



Barack Obama (1961 - Present) 

“If you’re walking down the right path and you’re willing 

to keep walking, eventually you’ll make progress.” 

Who is this? 

Barack Obama is the 44th 

and current President8 of 

the United States. He is the 

first African American to 

hold the office, and he has 

become known as a 

champion of human rights9. 

He has made a strong 

effort to fight for liberty and 

equality all over the world. 

Why is he important? 

Obama is the first African American to become 

president and he stands as a symbol to many of how 

racism10 and prejudice can be overcome. His policies 

will make a huge impact all over the world, and other 

countries may look to his guidance when it comes to 

ending conflict. 



Jesus of Nazareth (4 BCE – 33 CE) 

“You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." 

Who is this? 

Jesus is the central figure of 

Christianity11 and is also 

regarded as an important 

prophet of God in Islam. Most 

Christian groups look to him for 

moral guidance because of his 

statements about love and 

peace for all. Although not 

much is known about him, he is 

certainly one of the most 

important figures in history. 

Why is he important? 

He is thought by many to have performed many 

miracles12 and is central to the life of Christians, who 

number over two billion! His teachings have influenced 

many important figures throughout history. The lives of 

many have been changed by what he stands for in 

history: love for one another. 



Jesse Owens (CE 1913 – 1980) 

"The battles that count aren't the ones for gold 

medals. The struggles within yourself - the 

invisible, inevitable15 battles inside all of us - that's 

where it's at." 

Who is this? 

Jesse Owens is probably the 

most famous African American 

athlete who, after years of 

hard work, went to the 

Olympics to win many gold 

medals. He was an American 

track and field athlete who 

specialized in the sprints and 

the long jump, and defied 

many of the stereotypes13 

people had about black 

people. 

Why is he important? 

Owens is an inspiration to many due to his 

perseverance and athletic prowess.14 Born into 

poverty, Jesse showed the world that with hard work 

and good friends just about anything is possible. 



Louis Armstrong (1901 – 1971) 

Quote: "There is two kinds 

of music, the good, and the 

bad. I play the good kind." 

Why is he important? 

Armstrong's jazz17 tunes resonated18 with the people of 

the world, striking a chord with individual's hearts and 

evoking19 the deepest of emotions. Armstrong 

overcame the differences in race and inequality20 in 

America to become one of the most famous jazz 

players to have ever lived. 

Who is this? 

Louis Armstrong was a 

magnificent singer, 

songwriter and trumpet 

player from Louisiana. He 

achieved worldwide fame 

from his deep and 

distinctive gravelly voice. 

Like many other historical 

figures, Louis Armstrong 

was an especially 

creative16 person who 

shared his live for music 

with with rest of the world. 



Simón Bolívar (1783 – 1830) 

Quote: “The first duty of a 

government is to give 

education to the people” 

Who is this? 

Simon Bolivar was a man 

who lived during the 19th 

century (the 1800s) and led 

a successful revolution21 

against the oppressive22 

Spanish Empire, which had 

established colonies23 all 

throughout South America. 

Why is he important? 

Bolivar led four South American countries into full 

independence.24 Simon Bolivar was and continues to 

be a symbol of freedom and independence throughout 

the world. His efforts in South America established the 

concept of nationalism25 and camaraderie.26 



Rosa Parks (1913 – 2005) 

Quote: "Racism is still with us. But it is up to us 

to prepare our children for what they have to 

meet, and, hopefully, we shall overcome." 

Who is this? 

Rosa Parks was an African 

American who was arrested 

during the 1960s for refusing 

to give up her bus seat for a 

white passenger because she 

was tired of being treated 

differently. This historic choice 

would spark the Montgomery 

Bus Boycott and lead to 

equality in the United States. 

Why is she important? 

Rosa Parks made a decision to stand up for herself 

and because of this became known as a cultural27 icon 

for the Black community. Her bravery28 showed the 

world that even regular people can stand up for what is 

right. 



César Chávez (1960 – 1993) 

Quote: “If you’re walking down 

the right path and you’re willing 

to keep walking, eventually 

you’ll make progress.” 

Who is this? 

César Chávez was an 

American farm worker, labor 

leader, and civil rights activist29 

who co-founded the National 

Farm Workers Association, 

which fought for immigrant30 

rights in California. He became 

known for his peaceful 

methods when fighting for 

social justice.31 

Why is he important? 

Chávez reminds all of us that no group is deserving of 

less respect or rights. Because of his leadership32 

abilities, Chávez helped organize very successful 

demonstrations that would draw attention to the 

injustices that happened to migrant workers in the 

United States. 



Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826) 

Quote: “All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is 

for people of good conscience to remain silent.” 

Who is this? 

Thomas Jefferson was an 

American Founding Father 

who was the main author of the 

United States Declaration of 

Independence (1776) and the 

third President of the United 

States (1801–1809). At the 

beginning of the American 

Revolution, Jefferson served in 

the Congress as a 

representative33 of Virginia, 

one of the original colonies. 

Why is he important? 

Jefferson stands in history as an individual willing to 

stand up for the common man. He was a tireless 

advocate34 for education and firmly believed in the right 

to think freely. Americans think that he is very important 

because he helped establish our nation. 



Napoleon Bonaparte (1769 – 1821) 

Quote: “Courage is like love; it must 

have hope for nourishment.” 

Who is this? 

Napoleon Bonaparte was a 

famous leader and general of 

France. He united35 the French 

people and conquered most of 

Europe, until he was beaten in 

Russia and Belgium by 

enemies of the French Empire. 

He also created what is now 

called the Napoleonic Code36. 

Why is he important? 

Napoleon is one of the most important figures in 

European history. Not only did he contribute the the 

widespread elimination37 of many monarchies, but he 

also blazed the trail for new ideas like gender38 and 

race equality. 



Thomas Edison (1847 – 1931) 

Quote: “I find my greatest pleasure, and so my 

reward, in the work that precedes what the world 

calls success.” 

Who is this? 

Thomas Alva Edison was an 

American inventor39 and 

businessman. He developed 

many devices that greatly 

influenced life around the 

world, including the first 

method of recording sound, 

recording video, and a long-

lasting, practical electric light 

bulb. 

Why is he important? 

Edison reminds us today of the ingenuity40 of the human 

mind and the worth of hard work. Although he failed 

hundreds of times in making the light bulb he refused to 

give up. If you have a good idea then pursue it; learn 

about how you can make a difference in the world! 



Benjamin Franklin (1706 – 1790) 

Quote: “An investment42 in knowledge pays the 

best interest.” 

Who is this? 

Benjamin Franklin was one of 

the Founding Fathers of the 

United States. Franklin was a 

leading author, printer, 

politician, scientist, musician, 

inventor, activist, statesman, 

and diplomat. He was also 

instrumental41 in creating the 

United States government after 

the Revolutionary War. 

Why is he important? 

Franklin is especially important because his life shows 

how we can have many different interests that can be 

equally rewarding. His writings were very influential at 

the time, and we can say that the United States owes 

this man a great debt. 



Abraham Lincoln (1809– 1865) 

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution45 to 

succeed is more important than any other..” 

Who is this? 

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th 

President of the United States, 

serving from March 1861 until 

he was killed in 1865. He 

successfully led his country 

through a great turmoil,43 the 

American Civil War, and is 

known today as the 

emancipator44 of the African 

Americans. He kept America 

united, while ending slavery, 

and promoting economic and 

financial growth.  

Why is he important? 

Abraham Lincoln was a highly controversial figure 

during the 1800s, however, he is one of the most 

important figures in American history because of his 

tireless fight for social equality. Lincoln believed in the 

vision of many Americans today: that all men are 

created equal and worthy of respect. 



Winston Churchill (1874 – 1965) 

Quote: “All the great things are simple, and many 

can be expressed in a single word: freedom, 

justice, honor, duty, mercy, hope.” 

Who is this? 

Winston Churchill was a British 

politician a known for his 

leadership of the United 

Kingdom during World War II. 

Widely regarded as one of the 

greatest wartime leaders of the 

century, he served as Prime 

Minister twice. Churchill was 

also an officer in the British 

Army, a historian, a writer, and 

an artist. 

Why is he important? 

Churchill is known by many as a resolute opponent of 

totalitarianism46 and injustice. His leadership has 

inspired many and kept his country together in a time of 

turmoil. Because of this, he is very important. 



Marco Polo (1254 – 1324) 

Quote: “I have not told half 

of what I saw.” 

Who is this? 

Marco Polo was a famous 

explorer47 who traveled to 

China from the West. He 

brought back his writing and 

taught other countries about 

China, during a time in which 

very little was known or 

understood about the area. 

Why is he important? 

Polo is a model explorer who attempted to learn more 

about the world. He introduced western culture to 

different perspectives48 from around the world, while 

showing others the value of exploration. 



Marie Curie (1867 – 1934) 

Quote: “All my life through, the 

new sights of Nature made me 

rejoice like a child.” 

Who is this? 

Marie Curie was a Polish 

physicist and chemist who 

became famous for her 

pioneering research on 

radioactivity. She was the first 

person honored with two Nobel 

Prizes for physics and 

chemistry. She was the first 

female professor at the 

University of Paris marking the 

start of more women in 

science. 

Why is she important? 

Marie Curie’s work was crucial to the scientific 

discipline as a whole. Her life is also important in that it 

showed the world how women can contribute to the 

world just as much as men. 



Harriet Tubman (1820 – 1913) 

Quote: “Every great dream begins with a 

dreamer. Always remember, you have within 

you the strength, the patience, and the passion 

to reach for the stars to change the world.” 

Who is this? 

Harriet Tubman was an 

African-American abolitionist, 

or anti-slavery activist, and a 

spy during the American Civil 

War. After escaping from 

slavery, she made thirteen 

missions to rescue more than 

70 slaves using the network of 

antislavery activists and safe 

houses known as the 

Underground Railroad. 

Why is she important? 

Tubman is known today for her brave attempts to 

liberate49 her fellow slaves and fight for women’s rights. 

By putting her life in danger much of the time she sent a 

message to all of us: that we need to do what is right, 

regardless of the consequences! 



Important Terms 
Islam: the religious faith of 

Muslims, based on the words 

and religious system founded 

by the prophet Muhammad and 

taught by the Koran, the basic 

principle of which is absolute 

submission to a unique and 

personal god, Allah. 

Emulate [verb]: to try to equal 

or excel 

Election [noun]: the selection 

of a person or persons for 

office by vote. 

Apartheid [noun]: any system 

or practice that separates 

people according to race, 

caste, etc. 

African National Congress 

[noun]: a political party, 

founded in 1912 as an African 

nationalist movement 

Philosopher [noun]: a 

person who regulates his or 

her life, actions, and 

judgments by reasoning 

Ethics [noun]: the branch 

of philosophy dealing with 

values relating to human 

conduct 

President [noun]: the 

highest executive officer of a 

modern republic. 

Human Rights [noun]: 

fundamental rights that 

every human being is 

entitled to 

Racism [noun]: hatred or 

intolerance of another race 

or other races. 

Christianity [noun]: the 

Christian religion, including 

the Catholic, Protestant, and 

East Orthodox churches. 

Miracle [noun]: a wonder; 

marvel 

Stereotype [noun]: a 

simplified and standardized 

conception or image invested 

with special meaning and held 

in common by members of a 

group 



Important Terms 

Prowess [noun]: exceptional 

or superior ability, skill, or 

strength 

Inevitable [adjective]: unable 

to be avoided, evaded, or 

escaped; certain; necessary 

Creative [adj.]: resulting from 

originality of thought, 

expression, etc.; imaginative 

Jazz [noun]: music originating 

in New Orleans around the 

beginning of the 20th century 

and subsequently developing 

through various increasingly 

complex styles 

Resonate [verb]: to resound 

Evoke [verb]: to call up or 

produce (memories, 

feelings, etc.) 

Inequality [noun]: the 

condition of being unequal; 

lack of equality; disparity 

Revolution [noun]: an 

overthrow and the thorough 

replacement of an 

established government or 

political system by the 

people governed. 

Oppressive [adjective]: 

burdensome, unjustly harsh, 

or tyrannical 

Colony [noun]: any people 

or territory separated from 

but subject to a ruling power 

Independence [noun]: 

freedom from the control, 

influence, support, aid, or 

the like, of others 

Nationalism [noun]: 

devotion and loyalty to one's 

own nation; patriotism 

Camaraderie [noun]: 

Sharing in one's activities, 

occupation, etc. 



Important Terms 

Culture [noun]: the behaviors 

and beliefs characteristic of a 

particular social, ethnic, or age 

group 

Bravery [noun]: brave spirit or 

conduct; courage; valor 

Activist [noun]: an especially 

active, vigorous advocate of a 

cause, especially a political 

cause 

Immigrant [noun]: a person 

who migrates to another 

country, usually for 

permanent residence 

Social Justice [noun]: the 

distribution of advantages and 

disadvantages within a society 

Leadership [noun]: an act 

or instance of leading; 

guidance; direction 

Representative [noun]: a 

person or thing that 

represents another or 

others. 

Advocate [noun]: a person 

who speaks or writes in 

support or defense of a 

person, cause, etc. 

United [adjective]: made 

into or caused to act as a 

single group. 

Napoleonic Code [noun]: 

Forbade privileges based on 

birth, allowed freedom of 

religion, and specified that 

government jobs go to the 

most qualified 

Elimination [noun]: to 

remove or get rid of, 

especially as being in some 

way undesirable 

Gender [noun]: sex or 

identification with a 

particular sex 



Important Terms 

Inventor [noun]: a person who 

invents, especially one who 

devises some new process, 

appliance, machine, or article; 

one who makes inventions. 

Ingenuity [noun]: the quality 

of being cleverly inventive or 

resourceful 

Instrument [adjective]: a 

means by which something is 

effected or done 

Invest [verb]: to use, give, 

or devote (time, talent, etc.), 

as for a purpose or to 

achieve something 

Turmoil [noun]: a state of 

great commotion, confusion, or 

disturbance 

Emancipator [noun]: 

Someone who to frees from 

restraint, influence, or the 

like 

Resolution [noun]: the 

mental state or quality of 

being resolved or resolute; 

firmness of purpose. 

Totalitarianism [noun]: 

absolute control by the state 

or a governing branch of a 

highly centralized institution. 

Explorer [noun]: a person 

who investigates unknown 

regions 

Perspective [noun]: the 

state of one's ideas, the 

facts known to one, etc., in 

having a meaningful 

interrelationship 

Liberate [verb]: to set free, 

as from imprisonment or 

bondage 


